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What is visa validation?

Visa validation is an important, required process for all students
with a VLS-TS student visa. The validation process converts your
visa into the equivalent of a residency permit.

Your confirmation of validation will allow you to reenter France
from abroad and to apply to renew your residency in France, rather
than applying for a new visa abroad.
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Who needs to validate? 

All students with a VLS-TS visa, both new and returning students,
need to validate their visa within 3 months of arrival.

If you have a mineur scolarisé visa, you should not attempt to
validate your visa. Please reach out to Student Immigration Services
for assistance: sis@aup.edu

mailto:sis@aup.edu
mailto:sis@aup.edu
mailto:sis@aup.edu
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When to validate? 

➢You must validate your visa within 3 months
of your arrival in France!

➢Please validate your visa before you travel
internationally!



Before You Validate 

Visa Validation
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Required Materials for Validation

To complete the validation, please ensure you have your:

➢ Passport with your student visa
➢ Evidence of entry to France (boarding pass or entry stamp)
➢ French residential address
➢ €50 tax stamp from Étrangers en France

➢ See the next page for more information on the tax stamp.

You will also need an email address for the validation. You will need
access to this same email address if you renew your residency later.
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Purchasing the Tax Stamp

Before validating, please purchase the 50 € tax stamp on EEF:

➢ Étrangers en France | Tax Stamp

You must select the 50 € option for your stamp. (If you purchase the
wrong stamp, you can request a refund later.)

After purchasing the stamp, you will receive a 2-page PDF receipt. If you
are validating with SIS, please forward this document to sis@aup.edu

https://administration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr/particuliers/#/achattimbreselectroniques
https://administration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr/particuliers/#/achattimbreselectroniques
https://administration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr/particuliers/#/achattimbreselectroniques
https://administration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr/particuliers/#/achattimbreselectroniques
https://administration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr/particuliers/#/achattimbreselectroniques
https://administration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr/particuliers/#/achattimbreselectroniques
https://administration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr/particuliers/#/achattimbreselectroniques
mailto:sis@aup.edu
mailto:sis@aup.edu
mailto:sis@aup.edu
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Your Tax Stamp 

Your tax stamp will resemble the
two-page form to the right. ➔

The first page includes a
16-digit confirmation number.
You will use this to verify the
stamp when validating.

If you are validating with SIS,
please send us the PDF by email:

sis@aup.edu

mailto:sis@aup.edu


Validation Process

Visa Validation
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Process for Validation

SIS proposes several options to help you validate:

➢ Validate on your own and send SIS the confirmation: sis@aup.edu
➢ Attend a group workshop posted on our Engage page
➢ Schedule a one-on-one meeting with SIS on LibCal

➢ (available in-person or via TEAMS)

If you plan to validate on your own, please review the visa validation
step-by-step guide in end of this overview to help you complete this.

Please remember to send SIS your confirmation: sis@aup.edu

mailto:sis@aup.edu
mailto:sis@aup.edu
mailto:sis@aup.edu
https://aup.campuslabs.com/engage/organization/sis
mailto:sis@aup.edu


13

After You Validate

Once you validate, please download the validation confirmation and
send it as a PDF to sis@aup.edu

SIS will send you confirmation, with the next steps to maintain your
status. If you plan to stay in France, make sure you note:
➢ Your expiration date
➢ When to start your renewal

It is your responsibility to submit your renewal on time. 

mailto:sis@aup.edu
mailto:sis@aup.edu
mailto:sis@aup.edu
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ANEF Account

After validating, you should also set up your ANEF account. 

You will use an account connected to your validation confirmation to
renew your residency. Once you have downloaded the confirmation, you
can set up your account here: Sign in to ANEF USAGERS

➢ Your username is the identifiant from the validation confirmation.

➢ You can reset your password with the email you verified. Please
do not lose access to this email.

https://sso.anef.dgef.interieur.gouv.fr/auth/realms/anef-usagers/protocol/openid-connect/auth?client_id=anef-usagers&theme=portail-anef&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fadministration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr%2Fparticuliers%2F%23&response_mode=fragment&response_type=code&scope=openid&acr_values=eidas1
https://sso.anef.dgef.interieur.gouv.fr/auth/realms/anef-usagers/protocol/openid-connect/auth?client_id=anef-usagers&theme=portail-anef&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fadministration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr%2Fparticuliers%2F%23&response_mode=fragment&response_type=code&scope=openid&acr_values=eidas1
https://sso.anef.dgef.interieur.gouv.fr/auth/realms/anef-usagers/protocol/openid-connect/auth?client_id=anef-usagers&theme=portail-anef&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fadministration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr%2Fparticuliers%2F%23&response_mode=fragment&response_type=code&scope=openid&acr_values=eidas1
https://sso.anef.dgef.interieur.gouv.fr/auth/realms/anef-usagers/protocol/openid-connect/auth?client_id=anef-usagers&theme=portail-anef&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fadministration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr%2Fparticuliers%2F%23&response_mode=fragment&response_type=code&scope=openid&acr_values=eidas1
https://sso.anef.dgef.interieur.gouv.fr/auth/realms/anef-usagers/protocol/openid-connect/auth?client_id=anef-usagers&theme=portail-anef&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fadministration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr%2Fparticuliers%2F%23&response_mode=fragment&response_type=code&scope=openid&acr_values=eidas1
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Visa Validation
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Confirmation of Validation

Once you validate the visa, you can
download your

visa validation confirmation

If you complete the validation on
your own, please send SIS the
confirmation as a PDF:

➢ sis@aup.edu

mailto:sis@aup.edu
mailto:sis@aup.edu
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Residency Permit

Confirming your visa provides you with a residency permit for France. The
combination of the visa in your passport and the confirmation of your
validation serves as your residency permit, equivalent to a titre de séjour.

You will not receive a titre de séjour as a physical card.

Your residency permit in France is valid for the duration of the visa in your
passport. If you plan to stay at AUP beyond that period, please pay close
attention to expiration date and reach out to Student Immigration
Services to initiate your renewal at least 4 ½ months before your
residency expires: sis@aup.edu

mailto:sis@aup.edu
mailto:sis@aup.edu
mailto:sis@aup.edu
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International Travel

Whenever travelling internationally, please make sure to carry your visa
validation confirmation and your passport with your visa.

You should keep these with you for all international travel including for all
travel within European Union or Schengen Area.

Please remember to carry your confirmation as a printed document,
rather than an electronic copy on a mobile device!



Step-by-Step Guide

Visa Validation
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Checklist for Visa Validation

Before you get started, please make sure you have:

➢ Your passport and visa
➢ Proof of entry (an entry stamp or boarding pass)
➢ Access to your email
➢ Your 50 € tax stamp
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Reading Your Visa

Please identify the following information on your visa before validating:

➢ Visa Number: 9-digit number indicated in the top right corner.

➢ Initial Validity Date (du/from): second row, on the left.

➢ Expiration Date (au/until): second row, in the middle.

➢ Issue Date (le/on): fourth row, on the right.

➢ Remarks: The remarks should include ETUDIANT and A VALIDER EN LIGNE.
➢ If your remarks indicate MINEUR SCOLARISE, do not validate your visa!
➢ Mineurs scolarisés should reach out to SIS (sis@aup.edu) for assistance.

mailto:sis@aup.edu
mailto:sis@aup.edu
mailto:sis@aup.edu
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The Form of Your Visa

The basic form of a French student visa is shown below, with the relevant
information highlighted.
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Accessing the Portal

The visa validation takes place on
the Etrangers en France portal.

You can reach the online form for
visa validation by navigating to
Visa long séjour under mes services
en ligne, by following the QR code
the consular leaflet (right), or by
clicking on the link below:

➢ Visa Validation Form

https://etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr/
https://etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr/
https://etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr/
https://administration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr/particuliers/#/vls-ts/demarches/etape/numero-visa
https://administration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr/particuliers/#/vls-ts/demarches/etape/numero-visa
https://administration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr/particuliers/#/vls-ts/demarches/etape/numero-visa
https://administration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr/particuliers/#/vls-ts/demarches/etape/numero-visa
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Changing the Language

This guide will provide you the steps to complete the validation on the
French website. If you prefer, you can change the language to English:
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Getting Started

On the page Validation en ligne du Visa Long Séjour valant Titre de
Séjour, get started with the validation by entering your Visa Number,
indicated in the top right corner of your visa.

➢ Enter the Visa Number
➢ Click Confirmer mon numéro de visa
➢ Click Je commence on the next page

The following pages show how to complete the forms.
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Page 1: Visa – Personal Info

On page 1, you are asked to provide details relating with your visa.
Starting with the personal information:

➢ Prénoms: Please enter your First Name, including any middle names,
as it is written on your visa.

➢ Nom: Please enter your Last Name, as it is written on your visa.

➢ Date de naissance: Please enter your Date of Birth (DD-MM-YY).
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Page 1: Visa – Visa Validity

Next on page 1, you will need to provide validity dates as indicated on
your visa. Please reference your visa and enter the exact dates.

➢ Date de début de validité du visa (du): Please enter the initial
validity date of your visa.
➢ FROM on your visa: second row, on the left

➢ Date de fin de validité du visa (au): Please enter the expiration date
of your visa.
➢ UNTIL on your visa: second row, in the middle

➢ Date de délivrance (le): Please enter the issue date of your visa.
➢ ON on your visa: fourth row, on the right



30

Page 1: Visa – Student Status

Last on page 1, you must answer two questions relating to your status in
France. You possess a student visa.

➢ Motif: Please select the option ETUDIANT or STUDENT.

➢ Référence réglementaire:

➢ If your visa says ETUDIANT, select: CESEDA R431-16 13°
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Page 1 Complete

Once you have filled in all the form fields, you can click Suivant in the
bottom right corner to proceed to the next page.

If it does not let you proceed, you may need to reenter one of the form
fields. Please make sure the data you provides matches your visa exactly!
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Page 2: Additional Information

On page 2, you are asked to provide information about your relationship
status, telephone number and email address:

➢ Situation familiale: select your legal status (single or married, etc.)
from the drop-down menu.

➢ Numéro de telephone: Enter a French number or leave blank. Leave
out the +33 and start with 06 or 07.

➢ Adresse de courier électronique: Please enter an email address that
you check regularly. We recommend you use your AUP email.

Once you enter this information, click the button ‘Envoyer un code de
vérification’ to verify your email address. You will receive a code by email.
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Page 2: Note on Email

The email you provide at this stage is automatically liked to an account
with Etrangers en France. If you renew your residency, you will need
access to this account to submit the application. Please use an email that
you will not lose access to!

➢ We recommend that you use your AUP email address! This email can
easily be recovered if there are any issues.

Please continue reviewing this guide to see how to verify your email.
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Page 2: Verifying the Email Address

Once you have entered your information on page 2 and clicked to verify
your address, you see a pop-up window asking for your verification code.

➢ Check the email address you indicated on the form.

➢ Enter the code in the Code de verification field and click Valider le
code to validate.

➢ The verification may take a few seconds to complete.

Once your email is verified, the pop-up will disappear, and you can click
Suivant to move onto page 3.
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Page 2 Complete

Once you have filled in all the form fields and verified your email, you can
click Suivant in the bottom right corner to proceed to the next page.

If it does not let you proceed, you may need to check your phone number
to make sure it is properly formatted (it must be a French number) or you
may need to reverify your email address.
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Page 3: Arrival in France

On page 3, you are first asked to provide your date of entry in France.

➢ Date d’entrée en France: Please put the date you arrived. This should
match your entry stamp or the arrival time on your boarding pass.

➢ Check your passport for an entry stamp like 
the one on the right.

➢ If you rely on your boarding pass, please 
remember it should be the day of arrival, 
not the day of departure. 
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Page 3: Address

Next on page 3, you are asked to provide details about your address. 

➢ Je suis hébergé: Answer no to this question, unless you are staying 
with a family member or friend rent-free. 

➢ Adresse: Please put your residential address in France (where you 
sleep at night – not AUP’s campus). The form will suggest matching 
addresses to choose from the INSEE database – please make sure 
to choose the correct one. 
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Page 3 Complete

Once you have filled in all the form fields, you can click Suivant in the 
bottom right corner to proceed to the next page. 

If it does not let you proceed, it might be because: 

➢ Your entry date was before your initial visa validity date. If you 
entered early, enter the initial visa validity date instead. 

➢ You only entered address information and did not select from the 
INSEE list provided. 
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Page 4: Review

On page 4, you will be able to review the answers you provided to the 
previous three pages. 

➢ Please take the time to review and ensure all answers are correct!

➢ Once you have reviewed, you can continue by clicking Suivant. 
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Page 5: Payment

On page 5, you are asked to provide payment for the validation. Please 
enter the 16-digit tax stamp number, indicated at the top of the tax 
stamp you purchased online. 

➢ Review the section on the tax stamp. 

Once you enter the number, click Je valide mon visa. The site will take a 
few moments to process the tax stamp. You should then see a screen 
indicating: 

➢ ‘La taxe d’un montant de 50€ est payee’. 
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Page 6: Confirmation

Once you have reached page 6, your visa is validated!

➢ Please click the link ‘Je télécharge ma confirmation’ to download a 
copy of the confirmation of validation. 

➢ Please send a copy of your validation confirmation to Student 
Immigration Services to update your records: sis@aup.edu. 

You have now successfully completed the visa validation process!

mailto:sis@aup.edu
mailto:sis@aup.edu
mailto:sis@aup.edu
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Your visa is validated!

Congratulations! If you have completed these steps, your visa is 
validated; you have legal residency in France!

➢ Please remember to send a copy of the confirmation of your 
validation to Student Immigration Services: sis@aup.edu! 

Wondering what comes next? 

➢ Look over the SIS materials on Residency Renewal on Engage

mailto:sis@aup.edu
mailto:sis@aup.edu
mailto:sis@aup.edu
https://aup.campuslabs.com/engage/organization/sis
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ANEF Account

After validating, you should also set up your ANEF account. 

You will use an account connected to your validation confirmation to 
renew your residency. Once you have downloaded the confirmation, you 
can set up your account here: Sign in to ANEF USAGERS

➢ Your username is the identifiant from the validation confirmation. 

➢ You can reset your password with the email you verified. Please 
do not lose access to this email. 

https://sso.anef.dgef.interieur.gouv.fr/auth/realms/anef-usagers/protocol/openid-connect/auth?client_id=anef-usagers&theme=portail-anef&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fadministration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr%2Fparticuliers%2F%23&response_mode=fragment&response_type=code&scope=openid&acr_values=eidas1
https://sso.anef.dgef.interieur.gouv.fr/auth/realms/anef-usagers/protocol/openid-connect/auth?client_id=anef-usagers&theme=portail-anef&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fadministration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr%2Fparticuliers%2F%23&response_mode=fragment&response_type=code&scope=openid&acr_values=eidas1
https://sso.anef.dgef.interieur.gouv.fr/auth/realms/anef-usagers/protocol/openid-connect/auth?client_id=anef-usagers&theme=portail-anef&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fadministration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr%2Fparticuliers%2F%23&response_mode=fragment&response_type=code&scope=openid&acr_values=eidas1
https://sso.anef.dgef.interieur.gouv.fr/auth/realms/anef-usagers/protocol/openid-connect/auth?client_id=anef-usagers&theme=portail-anef&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fadministration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr%2Fparticuliers%2F%23&response_mode=fragment&response_type=code&scope=openid&acr_values=eidas1
https://sso.anef.dgef.interieur.gouv.fr/auth/realms/anef-usagers/protocol/openid-connect/auth?client_id=anef-usagers&theme=portail-anef&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fadministration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr%2Fparticuliers%2F%23&response_mode=fragment&response_type=code&scope=openid&acr_values=eidas1
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